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A. problems B. tookup C. drinking D. lookedthrough E.have F. need

Water is very important for all the lives. Nothing can live without it. Adults 1 over 1.5 litres of

water every day. And 2 a lot of water every day makes people healthier. They get fewer health 3

and old-age illnesses. Scientists 4 the data (%#i%) from 11,000 patients (%% A\) over 30 years. The patients

1



usually visited hospitals at least five times when they were old. A scientist said. “Proper (&% f]) water may slow
down aging and make an illness-free life.” So 5 more water, and eat fruit and vegetables with a lot of
water in them!

1. 2. 3. 4. 5.

)

A. enough B. pay C. like D. cost E. into

Many places in the world need more fresh water. Every country is trying to find ways to turn salt water
1 fresh water.

Why aren’t there many factories 2 the Symi factory?

In some places, the Sun isn’t hot 3, or it doesn’t shine every day. In these places, other ways of
heating sea water can be used. These ways 4 more money but they work faster than the Sun. By boiling

sea water with high heat, a lot of fresh water can be made quickly.

1. 2. 3. 4.

A. freezes B. biggest C. build D. smallest E. possible

Heating is not the only way to get fresh water from salt water. Other ways are also 5 .Onewayis
freezing. The fresh part of salt water 6 first. To get fresh water, the pieces of ice are taken out.

Which way is the best? The way that gives the most water for the 7 amount of money of course is
the best way. It may be a different way for each place.

Symi’s way seems very good for small, hot places. It doesn’t make very much water at a time. But the
factory is easy to 8 and costs little.

That’s why people in many dry places talk about Symi!

5. 6. 7. 8.

U2

A. actually B. meet C. rare D. invented E. although  F. pipes

More Tech, Less Work?
Free time is 1 in modern life. You can see adults are always busy. You might think new
technologies would give us more free time. But if you look back through history, you will find it is not that simple.
Back in the early 1900s in America, homes didn’t have much technology. There was no electricity, and most

homes didn’t have indoor 2 for water. People had to carry water in and out by themselves. Then new



useful things like toilets, fridges, and electric irons were 3 . These were supposed to save people time. But
housewives 4 spent more time on housework from the 1920s to the 1960s.

Why? Well, better technology makes us want more. Take washing clothes as an example. Before washing
machines, people washed clothes only a few times a year. With washing machines, people wash clothes more
often and also buy more clothes. Therefore, there’s more work. What’s more, 5 technology cuts time for
some housework, people spend more time on other things, like taking care of children. American parents now
spend almost twice as much time on their kids as they did in the 1980s.

In the end, even if technology can make life a bit more convenient, it often makes us take on more work as
we try to 6 what society expects of us.

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6.
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A. voluntary learning B. crazy C. researcher D. brain E.came up with F helpful

When a child keeps asking questions, he or she has curiosity and it is important to his or her __ 1
development. Curiosity helps us remember things better. In a 2014 study, the 2 found curious people
were more likely to remember facts. Curiosity also helps us create more ideas. In a recent experiment, curious
people 3 more great ideas about magic tricks. What’s more, curiosity encourages 4 and helps
discover career interests. If a child is 5 about something, he or she probably will study it and become an
expert (%) .

1. 2. 3. 4. 5.

)

A. dailylife B. imagined C. takingoff D. online followers E.released F. posting videos

Grant Hilbert always wanted to be a farmer. Today, the 26-year-old owns 250 acres of farmland. How did
he make his dream come true? By playing video games! And by getting more than one million online followers.
You might say Hilbert is a farmer with a game plan.

Hilbert spent summers and school breaks on his grandparents’ farm. There, he 1 the day when he
would have his own farm. “Even as a little kid, it was my dream to farm,” Hilbert told the Farm Journal. He
started working toward that dream in high school. When Hilbert was in 10th grade, YouTube was 2 So
was a video game called Farming Simulator. This game lets players grow virtual crops. Hilbert came up with an

idea. And he began to plough a path to success. What did he do? He created a YouTube channel called The Squad.



He posted videos of himself playing Farming Simulator. People started following Hilbert online. He earned
money from YouTube when his followers clicked on ads. Hilbert kept 3 through high school. Then he
went to college at lowa State University. Hilbert studied agriculture there. He graduated in 2020. By that time, he
had more than one million online followers. He also had enough money to buy land for real.

Today, Hilbert grows corn and soybeans. He is growing his 4, too. How is he doing it? He created a
second YouTube channel. On it, he posts truckloads of videos. He shows his 5 as a new farmer. But
Hilbert didn’t stop there. He also started a software company called Squad Built Inc. The company 6 a
new video game in 2023. It is called American Farming. The game is like Farming Simulator, but it’s all about
farming in the mid-western United States.

Hilbert is an online success. But his heart remains in agriculture. He wants to farm alongside his brother
one day. And he hopes to help others with his videos. Hilbert is bringing his dreams to life.

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6.
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A. wealthy B. memories C. heat D. unpleasant E.Nowadays F. major

Last month, | went to see my grandparents in their hometown. When | arrived, | was surprised by how
different it looked. Walking down the familiar paths, sweet 1 flooded my mind. I recalled the times we
spent picking fruits and playing games with the local children. The village is now 2, with modern houses
and new cars parked along the streets. One 3 development is the small library and the health clinic. They
have greatly benefited the local people. 4, the village is no longer isolated (f{37.[7); it has become a
lively place with regular markets and festivals. In the evening, we gathered to cook a simple dinner together. My
grandmother asked me to 5 some water for warm tea. The process reminded me of the simple and
slow-paced life in the past.

1. 2. 3. 4. S.

@

A. item B. stepped C. visited D. secret E.hang

On October 10,1925, the Forbidden City in Beijing threw open its golden gates to the public. No longer
was it the 1 world of emperors. Instead, it became the Palace Museum. Anyone could walk through the
halls where history was made. And today, it is one of the world’s most 2 museums, selling almost 20

million tickets every year.



Have you ever 3 inside the Palace Museum? Once you do, you will find yourself at the heart of
one of the world’s richest cultural collections. More than 1.8 million artifacts are displayed or stored there.
Ancient bronzes (& 4i#%), jade carvings (), calligraphy works and paintings hundreds of years old line the
halls. Each 4 is like a quiet storyteller. They show visitors how people in China once lived, what they
made and what they believed in.

1. 2. 3. 4.

A. recorded B. wonder C. central D. learn E.shaped

Beyond its treasures, the museum itself is a 5 . The former Forbidden City is the world’s largest
standing wooden palace complex (&:%i#f). Its red walls, golden roofs, grand gates and large courtyards (jzZ[5)
show the beauty of balance and harmony. These two concepts (#:%) are 6 to Chinese philosophy (7 %%).
Only by walking through its grounds can you truly appreciate the thought and power behind its design.

As it celebrates its 100th year, the Palace Museum keeps reminding us why history must be kept alive. Each
part carries a message over time. They invite us to listen, learn and connect with a culture that has 7

human history. The museum has amazed countless visitors, and it continues to call us to visit and 8 more

about China’s past.
5. 6. 7. 8.
U5

A. focuson B. ontime C. effective D. setour goal E. making progress F. importance

Once, my team and I worked on a school project. We were excited to work together. However, we didn’t
clearly 1 from the start. Each person had a different idea of what the project should 2 . Asaresult,
we wasted time on extra tasks and had difficulty 3 . Some team members were not sure about their roles,
while others worked in different ways. We didn’t finish the project 4 and felt disappointed. This
experience taught us the 5 of setting a clear, shared goal from the beginning. Without a clear goal,
teamwork becomes messy (4%#L.17) and less 6 .

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6.

u6 )

A. together B. trees C. themselves D. enough E.take F with

Hello, everybody! My name’s Zhang Li. I'm happy to share all my ideas about the future city with you.
It will be bigger because more and more people will move to the city. And there will be 1 apartments for

them to live in. The environment will become more beautiful, because people will plant more 2 and
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flowers in the city. To make the air cleaner, people will 3 a bus or ride a bike more often and then the
roads won’t be as crowded as they are today. Also, people will be happier. They’ll spend more time improving
4, such as learning a new foreign language, taking up a new hobby and reading more books. They will make
good use of their talents and create a better life 5 .

All in all, I think the city in the future will be better.

1. 2. 3. 4. 5.

(2)

A. willbe B. enough C. goforawalk D. little E) enjoy

I am looking forward to my future life for several reasons.

First I believe that my life 1 more simple. | am going to save money every month. My hometown
is a quiet and beautiful small village. | would like to live back there. I can picture that every day, and there will be
2 time for me to do anything | want to do. | will be very glad that | can wake up naturally. 1 will not be in a
hurry to go to work but spend my time enjoying my morning tea. After that, 1 will 3 along the river with
my favourite books. | will sit by the river, 4 the view of nature, and read some books. | will write letters

to my friends and family with my greetings.

1 2. 3. 4.

A. keep B. better C. myself D. worryabout E) if

My house will have a big yard. It will be full of flowers. When flowers are in bloom (FFF), | will pick
some of them and bring them to my friends 5 the weather is fine. Now | can imagine that when they open
the door and find the flowers, how happy they will be, and | will be happy, too.

In addition, | will not 6 my health. | will eat healthy food. If | have time, | will take a walk. I will
keep these habits forever. Besides, the social groups will get better and 7 . If I am too old to take care of
8 , | think the social groups will think about me. My children will take care of me, too. | believe that | will

have a comfortable and quiet time when | am older.

5. 6. 7. 8.




